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Hattingen, Germany/Manjai Kunda, November 2022 
 

Dear friends and supporters of Project Aid The Gambia, 
 

 

First of all, we warmly welcome all new readers of our newsletter.  
 
In October, we had added the members and supporters who had not yet subscribed to our 
newsletter to our distribution list. You can unsubscribe from the newsletter at any time. To 
do so, please click on the link at the end of the email with which we send the link to the 
newsletter. Of course, we hope that you will remain loyal to us.  
 
 

News from Project Aid The Gambia: 
 
Project Aid The Gambia, Germany, currently has 50 members and 340 supporters and 
sponsors. 
 
Since June, the board consists of only four members. We will discuss the further procedure at 
our general meeting 2022 on 25.11.2022 in Hattingen, Germany. 
 
We will send out the donation receipts for 2022 at the beginning of January 2023 - if it works 
technically, for the first time by e-mail to all donors/sponsors from whom we have an e-mail 
address. All others will receive the donation receipt by post as usual. 
 
Chairman Matthias Ketteler was awarded the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of 
Germany on 10 August 2022 in Bochum City Hall. On behalf of the Federal President, Dr. 
Sascha Dewender, Mayor of the City of Bochum, said: "Such selfless commitment as that of 
Matthias Ketteler enriches our society - and far beyond the city limits! Education and health 
are the highest goods we can share with other people. Mr. Ketteler, together with his 
comrades-in-arms in the association, is doing extraordinary things." You can read the press 
release of the city of Bochum here (please just click) - German only. 
 
The German newspaper WAZ titled its article "A helper with a heart. Selfless and in 
solidarity" (please just click here - German only)  
 
At the beginning of July, we started afresh with our performances on Facebook and Co. 
Usually three times a week, we provide information about our work there - now also on 
Instagram and LinkedIn. On Instagram, we now have more than 360 followers, three times 
(!!) more than at the beginning; on Facebook, 2,613 follow us (+164). The successful concept 
was developed pro bono for us by the digital agency helllicht in Frankfurt. We would like to 
thank Clara Draskóczy and Casandra Schreiner for their active support in the development 
and implementation. Work on our new website www.projekthilfegambia.org is progressing. 
We would like to thank Andrea Knoll and Maurice Piron from helllicht, who are doing this on 
a voluntary basis in their spare time. We are now planning to publish it in spring 2023. 

mailto:info@buschklinik.de
http://www.buschklinik.de/en
https://buschklinik.de/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/20220810_Pressemitteilung-Stadt-Bochum-Bundesverdienstkreuz-Ketteler.pdf
https://buschklinik.de/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/20220816_WAZ-Hattingen_Ein-Helfer-mit-Herz-selbstlos-und-solidarisch.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ProjekthilfeGambia/
https://www.instagram.com/projekthilfegambia/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/projekthilfe-gambia-e-v
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Through the desert to The Gambia. This is what the northern regional group of Project Aid, 
Germany, around board member Rieke Wiese achieved in October: ten members of the 
association drove with four vehicles via Luxembourg, France, Spain, Morocco, Western 
Sahara, Mauritania and Senegal to Gambia. The 2022 fundraising tour, which had to be 
postponed several times, was the 7th aid convoy from Germany to The Gambia since 1994. 
You can read the tour diary here – please click – German only). You can read a newspaper 
article from the Nordwest Zeitung here (please click – German only).  
 
In the run-up, the regional group had collected two donation euros per kilometre. Almost 
3,000 euros were collected during Rieke and Sabine's Chauken March alone. They walked 
110 kilometres in 25.5 hours at the end of August. Respect  
 
The regional group sold three tour vehicles (two minibuses and a station wagon) for the 
benefit of Project Aid in The Gambia. The transferred ambulance replaces one of our two 
ambulances in the Jahaly Health Centre. We donated the old ambulance to Kanifing General 
Hospital. 
 
 

 
News from the projects in The Gambia: 
 
In September, Fatima Njie started her work as our new project manager. Fatima has a 
university degree in nursing and was previously an area manager at Kanifing General 
Hospital. She is excellently networked in The Gambia and brings with her great expertise, 
analytical skills and leadership experience - which excites us very much. Unfortunately, 
Fatima will leave us again in the summer of 2023, as she plans to continue her studies abroad. 
But until then, we will be tackling the daily challenges of our project work together with her. 
 
Our chairperson Matthias Ketteler, who spent several weeks in The Gambia in spring, 
summer and autumn, now finally has a competent contact person in the project office in 
Fatima.  Together they have 
 

- employment contracts updated for 49 staff members 
- created job descriptions for each position 
- introduced mandatory holiday planning and logbooks for the project vehicles  
- obtained approval for a "paperless office" from the Gambian authorities. 
- organised the work in Jahaly Health Centre and Kindergarten into fixed shifts 
- improved the workflow and statistics for medical treatment and drug distribution 
- agreed to change the transmission of monthly patient statistics for the health 

authorities from paper to email 
- purchased duty mobile phones to improve communication between the wards and the 

nurse on duty 
- conducted a major inventory of all medicine stocks  
- urgent repair work planned at the project site in Jahaly 

 
 

mailto:info@buschklinik.de
http://www.buschklinik.de/en
https://buschklinik.de/spendentour-2022
https://buschklinik.de/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/202211027-Nordwest-Zeitung_Spendenkonvoi-Durch-die-Wueste-nach-Gambia.pdf
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- Introduced parent-teacher conferences and individual performance assessments for the 
children in the kindergarten. 
- held various talks with the authorities - including at the Office of the President 
 
We have increased the salaries of all staff members and brought them in line with comparable 
salaries in government institutions. The Gambian government raised the salaries of its staff 
significantly on 1 September 2022. As usual, we have followed suit and now pay our staff 
similar, but slightly higher salaries. 
 
The additional costs of the salary increase for project aid amount to approximately 1,000 
euros per month. 
 
 

We kindly ask you to consider whether you too could adjust your monthly donation upwards. 
15 euros instead of 10 euros, 20 euros instead of 15 euros? We would be very happy about 
that. A short e-mail to info@buschklinik.de will suffice  
 

 
We bought medicines for the Jahaly Health Centre for the next eight months. We 
transported half of them to Jahaly and stored the other half in our temporary storage at the 
project office. 
 
We are currently looking after 297 children in the Jahaly-Madina Kindergarten. 54 children 
transferred to primary school after the summer holidays and we have taken in 120 new 
children. 
 
Shortly before the start of the new academic year, the teachers and educators together with 
Marieke, Joleen, Ella and Greta, four student teachers from Germany, updated the 
curriculum and created many new teaching materials. The volunteers Julia and Franziska, 
who have been in Jahaly since the end of September and the beginning of November 
respectively and will stay there until next year, are now taking care of the implementation 
and further development with the kindergarten team. 
 
The thirteen sick and injured Gambian children whom we brought to Germany in April for 
medical treatment in cooperation with Friedensdorf (Peace Village) International,  are 
waiting in the Peace Village for their operation/treatment or for their recovery and return to 
The Gambia. Alieu, 12 years old, is one of these children. In the meantime, he has been 
operated on in the paediatric surgery department at the Karlsruhe Municipal Hospital, 
Germany,  on a voluntary basis and free of charge. Alieu had drunk a corrosive liquid at home 
in The Gambia and burnt his oesophagus. Alieu could only eat liquid food. In the meantime, he 
can eat everything again. A report from the clinic about Alieu's successful treatment you can 
read here (please click – German only)  
 
The medical supplies from our last aid containers have all been distributed by now. The rest 
- the last 36,000 Corona masks and ten supportive ventilators with many accessories - we 
handed over to Kanifing General Hospital in September. In November, we donated 1,500 
bottles of multivitamin syrup to the hospital in Bansang.  We had accidentally bought too 

mailto:info@buschklinik.de
http://www.buschklinik.de/en
mailto:info@buschklinik.de
https://buschklinik.de/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/20220630_Klinikum-Karlsruhe_Humanitaere-Hilfe-fuer-verletztes-Kind-aus-Gambia.pdf
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much of the syrup in spring and now the expiry date was almost reached. In the large hospital 
forty kilometres east of Jahaly with a catchment area of 600,000 people, the syrup can still 
be put to good use. Another 1,500 bottles went to Kanifing General Hospital in November. 
 
Fortunately, our patients were not affected by the internationally publicised tragedy of at 
least 70 infants who died from contaminated cough/cold syrup in The Gambia. We have 
never used the contaminated products of an Indian pharmaceutical company at the Jahaly 
Health Centre. 
 
 
 

News about our relief and fundraising campaign for Ukraine: 
 
Our appeal for donations has brought in around 80,000 euros.  Most recently, we received 
10,000 euros from an art auction at the Alte Kachelofenfabrik cultural centre in Neustrelitz, 
3,000 euros from a private summer party organised by Ulla and Frank Heuer in Hattingen 
and 422.54 euros from two collections by the Hanerau-Hademarschen parish. We would like 
to express our sincere thanks for this. 
 
From the remaining donations, we bought an urgently needed analysis device for the 
OHMATDYT children's hospital in the city of Lviv, Ukraníne. Half of the costs amounting to 
35,000 euros were covered by the German charity association H.E.L.P - we help children. 
Watch the commissioning of the device in this short video here (please click)  
 
In June, we collected medical equipment from a doctor's office liquidation at the Malteser 
Education Centre in Wetzlar and had it transported to Hospital No. 1 in Drogobych, 80 
kilometres south of Lviv, at the beginning of August. 
 
Finally, we received 40,000 euros in donations from the RTL German TV foundation “We help 
children”. We will use this money to deliver surgical materials to the children's heart clinic in 
Lviv. 
 
In March and June, we had already sent more than six tonnes of medical supplies to Lviv in 
two transports. At the beginning of June, Matthias Ketteler, Ulfert Engelkes and Peter 
Kerkemeier travelled to the city of Lviv in Western Ukraine themselves to get an idea of the 
situation on the ground. We can confirm and have seen it with our own eyes: the staff in the 
clinics there are doing a great job. 
 
 
 

What else? 
 
If you know a young person who would like to do an internship or a voluntary social year with 
us in The Gambia - you can find all the details here (please click). You can watch a happy 
Instagram video about Marieke, Joleen, Ella and Greta's time in The Gambia here (please 
click) 
 

mailto:info@buschklinik.de
http://www.buschklinik.de/en
https://youtu.be/P8XTBwyyjRo
https://buschklinik.de/en/praktikum
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cji07CcJHX_/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cji07CcJHX_/
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Finally, as always, we ask you to continue to inform yourself about our work for the people in 
The Gambia and also to ask friends and acquaintances to sponsor Project Aid The Gambia 
and to support our work with a one-time or regular donation or by sponsoring one of our 
kindergarten places. 
 
For this, a big request: 
 
Please forward our email with the link to this newsletter to your family, friends and 
acquaintances. We urgently need more supporters for our work in The Gambia.  
 
Simply copy the following text into your email with which you forward the newsletter: 
 

 
I would like to draw your attention to this interesting newsletter of Project Aid The Gambia, 
Germany, which I receive regularly. I have been following the activities of Project Aid for a 
long time and would like to help make the valuable work of the association better known.  
 
The best thing is to subscribe to the free newsletter (English version) yourself. Registration is 
easy via the website of Project Aid The Gambia here: https://bit.ly/3ELzCEF   
 
Thank you very much. 
 

 
Free copies of our flyer for reading and distribution can be requested from us. Just send an e-
mail to info@buschklinik.de      
 
By the way: If you use AmazonSmile, we receive 0.5 percent of your purchases as a donation 
from Amazon. There are no additional costs for you. Simply follow this link or use the 
Amazon-App. How to set it up is described here  
 
We promise: Your donations are guaranteed to reach our projects with only a minimal 
deduction. 
 
We sincerely thank you and you for your support and wish you a wonderful Advent season 
and a not too cold winter already now.  
 
Stay healthy and confident! 
 
Yours  
Project Aid The Gambia, Germany.   
The Board 
Matthias Ketteler, Ulfert Engelkes, Jürgen Heuer, Rieke Wiese       
 

P.S.   We are available for you via e-mail info@buschklinik.de or  
by phone via +49 176 43153112 (WhatsApp also)                 

mailto:info@buschklinik.de
http://www.buschklinik.de/en
https://bit.ly/3ELzCEF
mailto:info@buschklinik.de
https://smile.amazon.de/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_chpf_redirect?ie=UTF8&ein=323-593-60012&ref_=smi_ext_ch_323-593-60012_cl
https://www.amazon.de/b?ie=UTF8&node=17343423031
mailto:info@buschklinik.de
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