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Hattingen, Germany - June 2022 
 

Dear friends and supporters of Project Aid The Gambia, 
 

 

 
At the start of summer, we greet you with news about our work in The Gambia and our aid 
campaign for Ukraine. More on this later. 
 
Let’s start with two announcements on our own behalf: 
 
Frank Heuer announced his immediate resignation from the board of Project Aid The 
Gambia, Germany, at the beginning of June. With the following message Frank Heuer says 
goodbye to you: 
 
"Hello dear members and supporters of Project Aid, 
after 35 years as a co-founder and board member, I have decided to no longer be available for 
board work with immediate effect. 
Purely personal reasons have led me to take this step. 
I would like to emphasise that my decision has nothing, absolutely nothing, to do with the 
work on the ground in The Gambia or the current actions for Ukraine. Excellent work is still 
being done here, which deserves every support. 
Of course, I will remain a member and - if it is desired and/or necessary - I will continue to be 
available for selective cooperation. 
Believe me, this step was not easy for me after such a long time. But I believe that this is the 
right decision. 
I wish the board and the association all the best for the future and that the problems coming 
up can be solved successfully." 
 
The Board has noted Frank Heuer's resignation with regret and thanked him for his service 
to the Board over so many decades. 
 
Frank Heuer had been a member of the board of Project Aid The Gambia, Germany, without 
interruption since day one. Among other things, he was responsible for the financial 
accounting of the association and for the administration of members, supporters and donors. 
He has often organised and led group trips of members and friends of Project Aid to The 
Gambia. 
 
The board has distributed Frank Heuer's responsibilities to other board members and is 
already looking for a successor. 
 
The second announcement is particularly good news for Project Aid. We are now allowed to 
announce it publicly here for the first time:  
 

mailto:info@buschklinik.de
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Matthias Ketteler, founder and head of Project Aid The Gambia, Germany, has been awarded 
the Cross of Merit on Ribbon of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany 
("Bundesverdienstkreuz") by the German President for his commitment in The Gambia.  
 
"The award is not for me personally, but for the idea of living solidarity and taking 
responsibility for the weaker ones," says Matthias Ketteler. "It's an award for our work in 
Jahaly with more than one million patients and thousands of children in our kindergarten to 
whom we provide early childhood education."  
 
Matthias Ketteler dedicates this prestigious award to all staff members in The Gambia as well 
as to all members, donors and supporters of Project Aid The Gambia in Germany as well as in 
The Gambia: "I gladly accept the award - on behalf of all of us." 
 
After the summer holidays, Matthias Ketteler will receive the medal and certificate from 
Mayor Eiskirch in Bochum's town hall. We will report on the ceremony in the social media and 
are pretty sure that the local newspapers will also send reporters and photographers. 
 
Having said that, we would now like to inform you about the latest developments in our 
projects over the last six months. 
 
In 2021, we treated 22,634 outpatients at the Jahaly Health Centre. 326 patients were 
admitted as in-patients, 72 were referred to the hospital in Bansang. Midwife and clinic head 
Fatou Suso delivered 33 healthy babies. Our laboratory team carried out 7,612 laboratory 
tests. 
 
We are very concerned about our two ambulances. They are constantly in need of repairs and 
the vehicles are not available.  The Daimler 507D was built in 1989, the Toyota Landcruiser 
has almost 400,000 kilometres on the clock. We will need two new ambulances in the medium 
term. 
 
237 children were registered in our kindergarten in Jahaly in the academic year 2021/2022. 
We had to realise that on many days every sixth child is missing, sometimes even more. We 
are trying to find out why some parents no longer send their children to the kindergarten 
regularly. We can't really explain it. Despite all this: the playground equipment in the 
kindergarten playground has been repaired or renewed. 
 
Between January and the end of March, we repainted the inside and outside of all the project 
buildings in Jahaly. The water pumps were repaired or replaced to increase the pressure in 
the pipes. The kitchen in our guest house in Jahaly got a new gas cooker. Crockery and cutlery 
were renewed/replaced.  
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At the end of January, the Board of Project Aid The Gambia appointed three new members: 
Minyan Jobe, Pa Doudou Mbye and Lang K. Konteh. On the board of our Gambian partner 
organisation for years: Matthias Ketteler, Charles Mbye (Chair), Michael Blell, Ali Tambadou 
and Ulfert Engelkes. 
 
Our new project manager Margaret Thomas, whom we had hired for 01.04.2022, has left us 
again after only two months for family reasons. We are looking for a successor. At the 
moment, the work in the project office is done by Haddy Sillah and volunteer Anni Kunze. 
 
In January, a bush fire again destroyed parts of our moringa plantation in Jahaly. We have 
since handed over the management of the plantation to Fatoumata Njie, a young and 
successful start-up entrepreneur. She has taken over the workers and takes care of the 
irrigation and maintenance of the plantation. Fatoumata Njie will use the moringa leaves and 
process them into tea. The seed harvest remains with Project Aid for the production of 
Moringa oil. 
 
We returned from a visit to the Njaba Kunda Health Centre quite frustrated. In 2012, ten 
years ago, we had rebuilt the health centre and handed it over to the Gambian Ministry of 
Health. In the meantime, the solar system and storage batteries are out of order due to lack 
of maintenance. Renovation of the buildings is urgently needed. Unfortunately, Project Aid 
lacks the financial means to remedy this situation. 
 
The cooperation with Friedensdorf (Peace Village) International. for sick and injured 
children, for whom there is no treatment possibility in The Gambia, could be continued after 
a two-year Corona break. In April, a Peace Village  team came to The Gambia to provide 
former patients with new medication and finally to bring thirteen Gambian children to 
Germany for overseas treatment. Photos and videos of the two days with the Peace Village 
team in The Gambia can be found in this Instagram story here (please just click) 
 
In March 2022, we launched a major fundraising campaign for hospitals in Ukraine. In the 
meantime, about 68,000 Euros in donations have been received on our donation account. 
With this we were able to organise two aid shipments with about ten tons of medicine and 
medical supplies for the emergency hospital and a children's heart clinic in Lviv. At the 
beginning of June, three members of Projekthilfe visited the city in western Ukraine to find 
out about the situation on the ground and to prepare the next aid delivery.  
 
Matthias Ketteler: "What impressed me most was the love and affection with which doctors, 
nurses and orderlies look after the children and their parents here. You have to see that for 
yourself. It's unbelievable." 
 
More details here (please just click) 
 
 
 

mailto:info@buschklinik.de
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We are overwhelmed, speechless and infinitely grateful to you for this strong sign of 
solidarity with the people in Ukraine. We will continue the fundraising campaign and organise 
another aid transport in due course.  
 
Our heartfelt request: please continue to support our relief campaign with your donation. 
 
Donations (please no donations in kind!) can be made to  

-  via our website https://buschklinik.de/en/spenden-2  . Please mark the third donation option 
   "I would like to support the work of Projekthilfe Gambia e.V. with a donation". In the further 
    course you can enter "Ukraine" as the intended purpose. 
 -  as a direct bank transfer to our donation account at the 
     Sparkasse Hattingen, account no. 50963, bank code 43051040 
     IBAN DE20 4305 1040 0000 0509 63 - BIC: WELADED1HTG   or 
 -  Simply scan the QR code with the banking app on your smartphone. 

 
And what else? 
 
- The cooperation between Project Aid and G DATA in Germany has come to an end, 

much to our regret. After a lengthy court case, the board finally reached an out-of-
court settlement.  Due to court and legal fees, in 2021 the administrative expenses of 
the association have increased from normally one to four percent to - one time - 6.79 
percent. However, the settlement with G DATA resulted in additional donation 
income of 37,500 euros. 

- Relief supplies from two containers were distributed in The Gambia: Hospital beds 
and medical equipment, walking aids, wheelchairs (donated by the Ruhrlandklinik of 
the Universitätsmedizin Essen, Germany, among others), over 100,000 masks 
(donated by Tungsten Consulting GmbH, Berlin, Germany) and 911 Corona test kits 
went to the Kanifing General Hospital in Serekunda. You can see a report by Gambian 
Television GRTS here (please just click) - from minute 18:33. School/office furniture 
went to the music academy of Gambian kora player Sona Jobarteh and to the 
government Nursing School in Bansang. The school also received mattresses for the 
accommodation of the students. 20 moving boxes of sportswear (donated by German 
Fan12 Merchandising) were given to a Gambian football academy. 

-  Tiny The Gambia and the work of Project Aid The Gambia are now part of the new 
geography textbook for secondary schools in the German state of Rhineland-
Palatinate, released by the German publishers Westermann. 

-  Photographer Angelika Berndt has continued her Gambia photo project from 2018. 
In April, Angelika was in The Gambia for three weeks to document our work. Her 
photos not only adorn this newsletter, but also our new website (coming soon!) and 
illustrate our social media posts.  

-  The integrative Tom-Mutters kindergarten of Lebenshilfe Worms, Germany, donated 
chairs and tables to our kindergarten in Jahaly. The special feature: the chairs had 
previously been artistically painted by children and parents in Worms with articles 
from the UN Conventions on Children's Rights, Human Rights and the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities. 
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-  The humanitarian aid convoy tour from Germany to The Gambia, which has been 

postponed several times, is now scheduled to start in mid-October. The northern 
regional group of Project Aid, Germany, has already been busy collecting kilometres of 
donations for its aid convoy, including a benefit event at the end of April with Gerd 
Spiekermann, a Low German storyteller, and his tongue-in-cheek programme: "Wat'n 
Last mit de Wohrheit" (What a burden with the truth). 

 
Internships / volunteer placements with us in The Gambia are possible again. From the end 
of August 2022 until April 2023, one or more volunteers will be present in Jahaly. German 
high school graduate Carolin Hafner even spent the turn of the year in Jahaly in 2021. Her 
report about a very special Christmas can be found here (please just click – German only). Jana 
Biermann, an occupational therapist from Germany, has just returned from her assignment at 
the kindergarten in Jahaly. She writes to us: "It was such a great time in Jahaly, which I will 
never forget! It was definitely not my last time with you in The Gambia. You are doing a great 
job!!!" Feedback like that makes us happy from the bottom of our hearts. 
 
If you know a young person who would like to do an internship or a voluntary social year with 
us in The Gambia - you can find all the details here (please just click). 
 
 
And now, one more exciting thing: for some time now, the digital agency helllicht in Frankfurt 
am Main, Germany, has been working on a new website for Project Aid on a voluntary basis. 
The website will be ready later this year. By the way: we will say goodbye to our domain 
www.buschklink.de. We consider the name "bush clinic" for a modern, clean and well-
equipped health centre to be outdated. After the launch of the new website you will find us on 
the internet at www.projekthilfegambia.org. 
 
In addition, helllicht has developed a professional social media strategy for us, which we will 
implement from July. Have a look at our Instagram page here (just click). If you want to know 
what's behind it all, read this article by Clara Draskócy, social media expert at helllicht, here 
(please just click – German only). 
 
 
Finally, as always, we ask you to keep informed about our work for the people of The Gambia 
and also to ask your friends and acquaintances to become a supporter of Project Aid The 
Gambia and our work with a one-time or regular donation or by sponsoring one of our 
kindergarten places. 
 
Free copies of our flyer to read and distribute can be requested from us. Just send an email to 
info@buschklinik.de    
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By the way: If you use AmazonSmile, we receive 0.5 percent of your purchases as a donation 
from Amazon. There are no additional costs for you. Simply follow this link (click here) or use 
the Amazon app. If you would have any difficulties to set it up, please contact us. We would 
be happy to help. 
 
We promise: Your donations are guaranteed to reach our projects with only a minimal 
deduction. 
 
We sincerely thank you and you for your support and wish you a wonderful summer already 
now. But most of all: please stay healthy and confident! 
 
Yours sincerely  
Projekthilfe Gambia e.V. / Project Aid The Gambia, Germany  
 
The Board  
Matthias Ketteler, Ulfert Engelkes, Jürgen Heuer, Rieke Wiese  

mailto:info@buschklinik.de
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Photos: Angelika Berndt (cover page; p.2: 2nd photo from left; p.6: all photos 
            except right), Projekthilfe Gambia e.V. 
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