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Hattingen, Germany - December 2021 
 

Dear friends and supporters of Project Aid The Gambia, 
 

The Board of Projekthilfe Gambia warmly welcomes you to this issue of the 
newsletter.  

In November, the general meeting of Project Aid The Gambia, Germany, elected a 
new board. Rieke Wiese is a new member of the board, succeeding Dieter Lieken. 
Frank Heuer, Ulfert Engelkes, Hans-Juergen Heuer and Matthias Ketteler were re-
elected. Rieke Wiese represents the Northern Regional group of Project Aid, 
Germany, on the board.  

"I would especially like to inspire young people to get involved with Project Aid," says 
Rieke Wiese. Rieke is 24 years old and works as a health and nursing assistant in the 
children's intensive care unit at Oldenburg Hospital. Rieke Wiese now wants to bring 
a breath of fresh air into the board's work - "and female expertise," she says. She has 
already been a regular guest at the board meetings for a year.  

Rieke was in The Gambia for the first time in 2017. "The country and the people and 
what I experienced in The Gambia grabbed me in the first week," she says today. In 
2018, Rieke spent three months working at the Jahaly Health Centre: "I'm excited 
about what I saw in Jahaly and what I was able to do there myself." She learned how 
health care works in another country and how to deal with completely different 
diseases and medicines in a different culture. "I was curious," she says, "I always have 
been. Now I want to get actively involved in board work, learn a lot in the process and 
combine my job and voluntary work."  

What Rieke finds fascinating is that The Gambia is a country with "four different 
worlds", as she says. "The world of the capital Banjul, the world of the tourist areas 
on the coast, the small world on the grounds of the project office and then the world 
in the Jahaly Health Centre or in the village of Jahaly." 

 "I am making room on the board for younger people," says Dieter Lieken. "Working 
for Project Aid has enriched my life. I have made many friends in The Gambia and will 
definitely remain very connected to Project Aid." 

Dieter Lieken is a nurse and founded the Northern Regional Group in 
Wesermarsch/Lower Saxony in 1996. He has been a member of the board of 
Projekthilfe since 2006. 

Welcome, Rieke. And many thanks for your work, Dieter.                                                            1 



 

 
  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Since the introduction of the flat-rate medication fee in April (100 Gambian Dalasi 
or 1.65 Euros), the number of patients at the Jahaly Health Centre has decreased 
significantly. From May to October 2021, we counted 9,605 patients. In the same 
period last year, there were 16,522 - a decrease of more than 40 percent.  
 
In the past, the number of patients per year had risen to more than 45,000 in some 
cases, because the Jahaly Health Centre was the only health station in the entire 
rural Gambia that dispensed medicines free of charge. In the last ten years, there 
were not enough medicines in any of the government health stations. The patients 
had to and still have to buy their medicines from private pharmacies. We are not 
disappointed about the decline in numbers - on the contrary, we welcome this 
development. On the one hand, we still have by far the most patients to treat per day, 
but the decrease relieves our staff. Patients, who are now apparently increasingly 
visiting health stations in their immediate vicinity, also receive medical care more 
quickly as a result. For some tropical diseases, time is of the essence. 
 
The staff in our project office and in Jahaly are now fully vaccinated against Corona.  
 
At the end of July, we started a small awareness campaign about the Corona 
vaccination.  We talked to the village elders in Jahaly. The patients at the Jahaly 
Health Centre are also informed on a daily basis. Our message: "Corona is real. We 
have to take the pandemic seriously. We can all fight it together. No one is safe until 
everyone is safe. Vaccination is safe and it works." 
 
Our proposal to make the Jahaly Health Centre the Corona vaccination centre for 
Jahaly and the surrounding area unfortunately failed after only a few days. A 
vaccination team from the Ministry of Health, which we had offered working space 
and free accommodation, never arrived in Jahaly - there was no car to transport the 
staff. Nevertheless, on 30 July a mobile vaccination team from neighbouring 
Brikmaba came to the Jahaly Health Centre and administered the single 
Johnson&Johnson vaccination to 106 people.  Then the available vaccine was used 
up - unfortunately, there has not been another vaccination appointment to date. 

 
The Polio vaccination campaign that was carried out throughout the country at the 
end of November shows that things can be done differently. The vaccination teams 
of the Gambian Ministry of Health and Education vaccinated all children under the 
age of five for four days - also in our kindergarten in Jahaly. A polio outbreak had been 
detected in The Gambia on 18 August 2021. The last polio case had previously 
occurred in 1986. In 2004, the World Health Organisation (WHO) declared The 
Gambia polio-free. 

                                              
                              2 



 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Corona situation in The Gambia is diffuse. Officially, there have been 9,992 
COVID-19 cases in the country so far (as of 28.11.2021), ten of which are active. 
9,640 patients have recovered, 342 have died. It must still be assumed that the 
number of unreported cases is high, as testing takes place almost exclusively in the 
coastal region. Many people in The Gambia believe that the virus does not exist or 
that the pandemic is over. 222,890 people are now fully vaccinated - a little less than 
ten percent of the population. 
 
Again and again, we have to remind our team in the Jahaly Health Centre to demand 
that the patients also observe the Corona rules: Keep your distance and wear masks, 
which are lent out free of charge. In the meantime, we have given thousands of masks 
to patients for a nominal fee of 20 Dalasi (30 Euro cents).             
 
The Jahaly/Madina kindergarten started the new academic year in mid-September. 
There are also Corona rules in the kindergarten: temperature measurement at the 
entrance every morning and hand washing. 237 children are currently cared for in 
eight groups with a maximum of 30 children. Six groups come in the morning, two in 
the afternoon. We have newly admitted 90 children to the kindergarten in three 
"Level 1" groups ("Giraffes", "Lions" and "Hippos"). However, there are fewer 
children in the kindergarten than in the last school year: only those children are 
allowed to come to the kindergarten for whom their parents have previously paid the 
lunch co-payment. This contribution per child is 100 Gambian Dalasi (approx. 1.65 
Euros) for three months.   
 
In early July, at the end of his internship, Julius Possel, a student of plant biology at 
Osnabrueck University of Applied Sciences, handed over the management of the 
reforested moringa plantation to Lamin Camala. Lamin and the moringa team now 
take care of the now 2,200 moringa trees on their own again. Many thousands of 
trees had fallen victim to two bush fires in the last two years. Julius, together with the 
gardeners, has replanted 700 trees, expertly pruned the old ones and improved the 
soil quality of the plantation. His step-by-step instructions for pruning, liming and 
fertilising, illustrated with many photos (click here), should make the work easier for 
the Moringa team. Julius has even made several videos on the subject - in English and 
in the local Serahule language. You can find the videos here (please just click) 
 
#WeCare - we do not let up. This is the hashtag under all our posts on Facebook. For 
example, we cared for an ultrasound machine for Kanifing General Hospital.  
 
Here is the story about it: In April, the NGO Kinderdorf Bottrop in Gambia offered 
us a used ultrasound machine that the children's village in Gambia could not use. 
Year of manufacture: 2000. Brand: Toshiba Medical Systems - one of the world's 
leading manufacturers of medical imaging equipment. A week later we want to pick 
up the device from the children's village. We have to drive there a second time with 3 

https://buschklinik.de/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/20210720_How-to-Moringa.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7RAwAH7BSrOJyd1Y9W0K2XOgjFs27QU2


 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
a trailer because it does not fit into our project car.                                                                                                                          
Project Aid itself also has no use for the ultrasound machine in the Jahaly Health 
Centre. At the end of May, we visit Kanifing General Hospital and learn that the 
hospital has a massive lack of medical equipment in all areas. For example, there is 
only one mobile ultrasound machine in a hospital with a catchment area of 600,000 
people. 

 
Three days later, we hand over the Toshiba device to the hospital. But: there are no 
instructions for use, neither in German nor in English. Since mid-May, our Rieke 
Wiese has been looking for the manuals in English. She learns that Canon took over 
Toshiba Medical Systems five years ago. Rieke contacts Canon Medical Systems in 
Germany. There, the employee responsible for instruction manuals only finds a 
German manual and makes an enquiry to the head office in Japan, again at the 
beginning of June. Three months later, on 30 September, we actually receive the 
English manual and the maintenance manual as files and have them printed and 
bound twice in The Gambia. And it takes another six weeks until we can hand over 
the documents in person at the hospital. By the way, we learn from a technician that 
the device suddenly freezes after 10-15 examinations and has to be restarted. We 
have requested a detailed report on the technical difficulties and will then also look 
into whether and how the problem can be solved. In short: We are not letting up. 
#WeCare 
 
Since May, we have sent six more aid containers with hospital equipment and school 
furniture to The Gambia: 60 hospital beds from Bremen, school furniture from 
Ganderkesee, 66 hospital and nursing beds and much more with two containers from 
Darmstadt, 32 beds from the Ruhrland Clinic in Essen - also on board were two 
pallets of painting supplies from Friess-Techno-Profi in Essen-Kettwig and 14,400 
FFP2 masks from Tungsten Consulting in Berlin. Another donation of masks 
(101,250) from Tungsten is in interim storage for onward transport to The Gambia. 
 
We would like to express our sincere thanks for further donations of money and 
goods 
 
- 20,000 Euros from the Georg-Gottlob-Foundation 
- 8,300 Euros from the funeral service for Rainer, a long-time friend of Project Aid. 
The Jahaly Health Centre was "his heart's project", the relatives write in their in their 
thank-you note. Instead of wreaths, they had asked for a donation to Project Aid. 
- 3,000 Euros from the NGO Wheels for Africa in Austria. "We dissolved the 
association and thought that the "remaining assets" would be well invested with you. 
All the best for your great projects," wrote Andreas Langer from Tyrol, Austria.  
- 2,000 Euros from the World Group of the Protestant church community 
Rodenkirchen from the sale of fair trade products.  
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- 1,500 Euros from pupils of the Nikolaus Groß Community Primary School in 
Hattingen. They had collected donations for Project Aid at their Africa Day 2020.  
- 50 chairs and 15 tables for the Jahaly-Madina Kindergarten from the Tom-Mutters 
Kindergarten of Lebenshilfe in Worms. The special thing: Children and parents had 
previously painted the furniture artistically blue - the colours of UNO and 
Lebenshilfe - in cooperation with Atelierblau. Texts of the paragraphs of the UN 
conventions for children's rights, human rights and the rights of disabled people are 
written on the backrests and undersides.  
- 2,500 Euros from TV presenter Markus Lanz - his prize from the TV “Quiz Duel” at 
the end of July. 
- Over 1,000 Covid-19 rapid test kits and more than 1,000 surgical masks from the 
Bottrop Red Cross (via Kinderdorf Bottrop in Gambia e.V.). 
- 540 Euros from the annual cake sale for The Gambia at the weekly market in 
Heiningen by Gerdi Binder and her helpers. 
 
And the things we send to The Gambia in aid containers really do arrive where they 
are most urgently needed. For example, a wheelchair for Modou, a disabled student 
at Tanji Lower Basic School. He is a very good pupil, says his teacher Lamin 
Koopmans. Now Modou can get from home to school on his own. His way to school: 
five kilometres!!! This story really moved us to tears. Help can be so direct and so 
simple. #WeCare.  
 
And what else? 
  
The aid convoy of our Northern Regional Group, which was planned for October 
2020 and postponed several times due to the Corona pandemic, is now scheduled to 
start in October 2022 for The Gambia.  
 
"Don't yap, do it" - that is the headline of a report on Project Aid Gambia in "Wie is?", 
the health magazine of Essen University Hospital. You can find the article – in 
German only - here (please just click)                                                                                                
 
The digital agency helllicht in Frankfurt, Germany, has agreed to voluntarily create 
a social media concept for us in 2022 and to revise our website. We would like to 
thank them and are looking forward to a modern and fresh look.  
 
In June, an article - German only - on the 30th anniversary of the Jahaly Health 
Centre was published in the German newspaper Stadtspiegel Hattingen (please click 
here).  The Stadtspiegel had already reported on the opening of the Buschklinik back 
in 1991 - here (please just click).                                                                              
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https://buschklinik.de/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/20210430_Wie-is-UME-Essen-Projekthilfe-Gambia_Nicht-quasseln-sondern-machen.pdf
https://buschklinik.de/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/20210605_Lokalkompass-Hattingen_Aus-dem-Nichts-entstanden_30-Jahre-Buschklinik.pdf
https://buschklinik.de/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/20210605_Lokalkompass-Hattingen_Aus-dem-Nichts-entstanden_30-Jahre-Buschklinik.pdf
https://buschklinik.de/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/02-05-1991-Stadtspiegel-Bochum-Buschklinik-in-Gambia---ffnet-ihre-Pforten.pdf


 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Wetzlar, we have discussed with the Malteser Education Centre to jointly set up 
a training and further education centre for paramedics and first aiders in rural 
Gambia. A first open course could take place in the Jahaly Health Centre. A room for 
training already exists - as well as accommodation for trainees. A first ambulance 
with a team of drivers and paramedics on call around the clock could also be stationed 
in Jahaly. Malteser Germany has applied for project funding from the German 
government. We will report on the outcome of the plans. 
 
At the end of July, Project Aid founder Matthias Ketteler met with Husnija 
Majdancic in Tuzla, Bosnia. The two friends had organised an aid convoy with Project 
Aid back in 1994, bringing medicine and medical equipment to the Tuzla University 
Hospital. They reached the city, which had been besieged by Bosnian Serb troops for 
ten months, at the beginning of 1994 as the only aid convoy not organised by the UN, 
under escort of the United Nations. Husnija Majdancic had fled to Germany with his 
family during the conflict and became involved in Project Aid. He was a participant in 
the first convoy from Germany to Jahaly (1994). After the end of the war, Majdancic 
returned to Bosnia and works there as a resident doctor. - The monument on the 
photo commemorates the "Tuzla Massacre". On 25 May 1995, a Serbian grenade hit 
here. The shell killed 71 and injured 170 young people. A newspaper report – in 
German only - from our archives about the preparations for a second aid convoy to 
Tuzla in 1995 can be found here (just click).  
 
We hope that the Corona situation will allow us to resume the programme for injured 
and seriously ill children from The Gambia with Friedensdorf (Peaace Village) 
International in Germany in 2022. The Peace Village team has just announced its 
next trip to The Gambia for the beginning of April 2022.                                                                                        
 
A few days ago, a new president was elected in The Gambia. The incumbent, Adama 
Barrow, won by a clear majority against five other candidates. 960,000 voters 
registered for the elections. By the way, the voters do not put their crosses on paper 
ballots, but throw a colourless marble into sealed drums at the polling station, which 
are marked with a photo and the colour of the respective candidate. The counting 
later takes place with wooden boards on which the marbles are counted per 
candidate. This system, which is unique in the world, also makes it easier for voters 
who cannot read or write to cast their votes. Out of 176 countries, The Gambia ranks 
seventh to last in literacy.  
 
Two dates to note for 2022: 
 
- Sunday, 16.01.2022 09:00, 10:30 and 12:00: Charity Training Sunday  for the 
benefit of Project Aid at Koerperarbeit Personal Training in Essen, Germany                                                    
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- Wednesday, 27.04.2022 20:00: Wat'n Last mit de Wohrheit. Gerd Spiekermann 
tells his stories in Low German. Mittenfelder Diele, 26935 Stadland. Tickets for 15 
euros are available in advance by telephone from Ingo Lieken 0171-4764773 or from 
Dieter Lieken 0170-5638231. 
 
By the way, student Julius Possel and high school graduate Carolin Hafner were the 
only interns from Germany in Jahaly this year. Other applicants cancelled or 
postponed their internships because of the Corona pandemic. Carolin has just written 
to us from Jahaly: "I really enjoy the work. I like going there so much. And you gain so 
many valuable experiences. I am very grateful for the time here. Yesterday, for 
example, I was allowed to accompany a birth at night." Internships / volunteering with 
us in The Gambia are therefore possible again. However, the Board of Project Aid 
strongly recommends a full vaccination against Covid-19. If you know a young person 
who would like to do an internship or a voluntary social year with us in The Gambia - 
you can find all the info here (just click). A short interview with Julius about his 
internship can be found here (please just click). 
 
Finally, as always, we ask you to keep informed about our work for the people in The 
Gambia and to ask your friends and acquaintances to sponsor Project Aid Gambia 
and to support our work with a one-time or regular donation or by sponsoring one of 
our kindergarten places. 
 
Free copies of our flyer to read and distribute can be requested from us. Just send an 
email to info@buschklinik.de                                                              
 
By the way: If you use AmazonSmile, we receive 0.5 percent of your purchases as a 
donation from Amazon. There are no additional costs for you. Simply follow this link 
(click here) or use the Amazon app. You can find out how to set it up here. 
 
We promise: Your donations are guaranteed to reach our projects with only a 
minimal deduction. 
 
We sincerely thank you for your support and wish you a Merry Christmas and a happy 
2022. But most of all: please stay healthy and confident! 
 
Yours sincerely 
Project Aid The Gambia, Germany - Projekthilfe Gambia e.V.   
The Board 
Matthias Ketteler, Frank Heuer, Ulfert Engelkes, Juergen Heuer, Rieke Wiese                                                                   
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https://buschklinik.de/en/praktikum
https://buschklinik.de/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/20210531_Interview-Julius-Possel-EN-1.pdf
mailto:info@buschklinik.de
https://smile.amazon.de/ref=smi_ext_ch_323-593-60012_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=323-593-60012&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_323-593-60012_cl
https://smile.amazon.de/ref=smi_ext_ch_323-593-60012_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=323-593-60012&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_323-593-60012_cl
https://www.amazon.de/b?ie=UTF8&node=17343423031


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos: Angelika Berndt (cover page), Projekthilfe Gambia e.V., Project Aid The 
           Gambia, p.5: Lebenshilfe Worms, ARD, Lamin Koopmans, p.6: Ulfert Engelkes 
           V.i.S.d.P.: Ulfert Engelkes 

           © December 2021 Projekthilfe Gambia e.V. – all rights reserved 


