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Hattingen, Germany, December 2019 
 

 

Dear friends and supporters of Projekthilfe Gambia e.V. (Project Aid The Gambia), 

 

Today we would like to update you about the developments of the past twelve months in our 
projects in The Gambia. 

 

Every day in The Gambia brings new challenges 
for which a solution has to be found. Our project 
car broke down last week with an engine failure. 
Now it's time to get replacements from Europe. 
The new director of Peace Village International / 
Germany arrived in the Gambia with an 
employee yesterday evening. For the first time 
with them, a visit to the projects in Jahaly is 
planned. It's a good thing Matthias Ketteler is 
currently in The Gambia and his private vehicle 
can be used for this 

important trip. In addition: Our project office is preparing the 2019 
financial statements. Checking cash registers, bank accounts and receipts 
is in progress. The drug delivery to Jahaly and Buniadu for January has 
to be put together. We are looking for a palliative care option for 
Mansita, a little two-year-old girl with end-stage eye cancer. In early 
December, we brought Mansita, accompanied by her mother and uncle, 
to Senegal, where she was examined in a special clinic. Unfortunately, 
there is no hope of recovery. We still want to have the medical reports 
of the specialists in Senegal checked again in Spain. To do this, the 
documents must be translated from French into English. And and and... 

 
It's like this every day. But one after another: 
 
In 2018, the the Jahaly Health Centre treated 32,000 patients. In 2019, there were already 
around 33,000 patients by mid-December.  
 
You can find more figures about 2018 in our Annual Report here (please just click here). 
 
Musukuta Baba, the Head of Jahaly Health Centre, is attending midwifery training all year round 

in 2019. In her absence, midwife Fatou 
Susso organizes the affairs of the clinic. 
Since the end of November 2019, our 
dental unit has unfortunately been closed 
again because we have separated from 
dental assistant Fatou Banja. With great 
expertise, she performed over 1,300 dental 
treatments in 2019. In 2018 there were 
approximately 1,800 treatments. Finding a 
replacement for Fatou Banja is one of our 
challenges in the new year.

https://buschklinik.de/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/20190313_Annual-Report-2018_Project-Aid-The-Gambia.pdf
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There was a change in the kindergarten management of the Jahaly-Madina kindergarten at 
the beginning of November 2019. Thomas Demba, who 
has already managed two primary schools, is the new 
member of the management team - together with Bakary 
Jammeh. In the new academic year 2019/2020, which 
has started in September, 382 children are currently 
attending the kindergarten. In 2018/2019 there were 340 
children. We are currently looking after the children in 
eleven learning groups, which are divided into morning 
(six) and afternoon (five). Each learning group has a 
maximum of 40 children. 199 boys and 183 girls attend our 
kindergarten. 

 
In February 2019 there was again a three-day training 
workshop for the educator team. Our friend and 
pedagogical advisor Patricia Ceesay found that these 
regular training courses bear fruit: “The teachers had 
prepared a wealth of teaching and learning materials that 
they use every day. As discussed at the last meeting, 
teachers found that when children actively participate in 
their own learning, teaching was more orderly. The 
teachers said that it also makes them less tired and 
makes them more enjoyable to teach.” 
 

 
A bush fire destroyed about a quarter of our Moringa 
plantation a year ago. 2,000 trees are to be replanted 
little by little. Unfortunately, our plan to hand over the 
management of the plantation to a Spanish moringa 
expert and to share the plantation's products (moringa 
leaves and seeds for oil production) could not be 
realized. 
 

 

 

It took a whole year to get the solar system in Jahaly up and running again. Doing an error 
analysis from a distance of 6,500 kilometers is 
also not that easy. Eventually it turned out that 
the solar storage batteries had reached the end 
of their service life and had to be replaced by 
new, modern ones. We thank Max Spannagel 
and Sebastian Zenz from Sahay Solar 
Association Africa/Germany for the successful 
fine-tuning of the system on site in Jahaly. The 
Jahaly Health Centre was nevertheless supplied 
with electricity because the project site was 
connected to the public power grid in February 
2019 - a small miracle almost 28 years after the 
opening.
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 In The Gambia, under the direction of Project Coordinator Ebrima 
Jobarteh, we employ a total of 66 staffs, seven in Manjai Kunda 
(two in the Head Office, a bricklayer, a gardener and three security 
guards), 45 in Jahaly (clinic and kindergarten), and 14 in Buniadu. 
Various employees who were hired to relieve the project coordinator 
did not successfully pass their trial period. We will continue to search 
in 2020. - Ebrima is regularly involved in the projects in Jahaly and 
Buniadu. If the ferry between Banjul and Barra fails, he has to cross 
the Gambia River in a local fishermen’s boat on his way back to Manjai 
Kunda. 

 
 

The collaboration with the German NGO Riverboat Doctors International e.V. is going into 
its fourth year in 2020. The staff of both Health 
Center Buniadu and Kindergarten are 
employed by Project Aid The Gambia. The 
Riverboat Doctors bear the costs for salaries, 
medication etc. Administration and management 
of the Buniadu projects is carried out by Project 
Aid. The Riverboat Doctors pay a monthly 
administration fee. In November 2018, the 
construction of a staff house in Buniadu for the 
two nurses and for volunteers from Germany 
was completed. The kindergarten was expanded 
to include a third classroom. A video of the 
opening ceremony can be found here (please just click here). You can watch a tour of the 
project site in Buniadu with Riverboat’s board member Jaqueline Wildrich here (please just 
click here) 

 

The collaboration with the NGO Friedensdorf 
(Peace Village) International/Germany 
continued in 2019. Ten Gambian children returned 
to The Gambia in 2019 after successful overseas 
medical treatment in Germany. Five sick Gambian 
children, who cannot be treated in The Gambia, 
were brought to Germany in 2019 in cooperation 
with Peace Village, where they receive medical 
treatment. 

https://youtu.be/Rid9pGozmxM
https://youtu.be/Rid9pGozmxM
https://youtu.be/i7_mXIwBS3w
https://youtu.be/i7_mXIwBS3w
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In January 2019, after several months of preparation, Project 
Aid The Gambia and the then Gambian Minister of Health 
and today's Vice President Dr. Isatou Touray signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding to improve health care 
in the rural Gambia. A larger number of health stations 
should be equipped with solar energy, running water, a small 
laboratory and - if not available - staff homes. For this, 
Project Aid in Germany wanted to apply for funding from the 
German Federal government. Project Aid had also agreed to 
procure urgently needed (used but well-preserved) medical 
equipment, to maintain it regularly and to train technical 
operating personnel. Due to a change of minister and the crippling bureaucracy in The Gambia, the 
start of the implementation of the agreement is unfortunately being delayed. The Board of Project 
Aid is currently considering to terminate the agreement. 

 
Two examples of state mismanagement: A 
relief delivery from the German Ruhrlandklinik / 
University Clinic Essen (a large number of used 
hospital beds, IV stands and two ventilators, an 
X-ray viewer, a suction pump, a centrifuge, a 
mobile air conditioner, etc.) was stacked on the 
site of our project office for four weeks in 
summer: the Gambian Ministry of Health could 
not organize a truck for transportation. 
 

 
 

Second example: a used ambulance car, which Project Aid had had repaired and handed over to 
the Ministry of Health. The driver collided with an electricity 
pylon during the transfer 
trip to the small state 
health station, where the 
vehicle was urgently 
needed. The vehicle was 
significantly damaged. 
The whereabouts and 
“fate” of the vehicle are 
still unknown. 

 

Project Aid Germany`s northern branch is planning 
another humanitarian convoy to The Gambia for October 
2020. The planning has started, the first vehicle has already 
been bought. The group collects “mileage donations”. The 
goal: two euros for each of the approximately 6,500 
kilometers from northern Germany to The Gambia. The 
current donation status and all information about the tour can 
be found  here (please just click here).

https://buschklinik.de/spendentour-2020
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Hannes Rapp – a former intern of Project Aid 
in The Gambia - founded Project Aid 
Germany’s southern branch at the 
University of Ulm/Germany in February 2019. 
The group has already held several events, a 
film evening, twice the "Dance for The 
Gambia" and a well-attended Nicolaus concert 
in early December. 

 

We would like to point out again that it is possible to create your own fundraiser on Facebook for 
Project Aid The Gambia? Simply click on the actions button. Your collected donations go directly 
to our dbank account. Thank you very much. 

 

We thank countless interns and volunteers for their work, 
for their constructive ideas and suggestions and for sharing 
their experiences in Jahaly with friends and families in 
Germany. 
 

Finally, good news: The administrative /advertising costs of 
Project Aid in Germany. were only 1.85 percent in 2018 - that 
means: of every euro donated, more than 98 cents went 
directly to our projects in The Gambia. For comparison: On 
average, the advertising and administrative costs of organizations that carry the German DZI seal 
are 13 to 14 percent. All board members of Project Aid, all members and volunteers in Germany 
work on a voluntary basis. 

 
  At the end we ask you as always: Find out more about our work for the people of The Gambia. 

Please also ask friends and relatives to become sponsors for Project Aid The Gambia and ask them 
to support our work with a one-time or regular donation or by sponsoring one of our kindergarten 
places. 

 
We thank you very much again for your support. 

 

Yours Project Aid The Gambia / Projekthilfe Gambia e.V.   
The Board 
 Matthias Ketteler Ulfert Engelkes 
 Frank Heuer  Juergen Heuer 
 Dieter Lieken  

 
Website: www.buschklinik.de/en  
Aktuelle Infos über die Arbeit der Projekthilfe: www.buschklinik.de/en/blog-2   
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BuschklinikGambia 
English Videos: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLA8601150BD4F4AED 
Subscribe to our Newsletter here: www.buschklinik.de/en/newsletter-2  

 
Projekthilfe Gambia e.V. 
Im Poth 26 
45529 Hattingen 
Germany 
Phone: +49 234-94183 22 

Email: info@buschklinik.de 
 
Registered at local court Amtsgericht Essen / Registration number VR 30455
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