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Hattingen/Germany, April 2020 
 

Dear friends and supporters of Projects Aid The Gambia, 
 

 
the corona virus pandemic has now reached The 
Gambia. Four positive COVID-19 cases have been 
confirmed, one patient has died. 125 tests for the virus 
were carried out and more than 130 people were 
quarantined. This is the official information from the 
Gambian Ministry of Health as of April 3, 2020. Schools 
and universities are closed, as is the airport and the 
borders with Senegal. On March 27, the President 
declared a state of emergency. Most of the tourists 
have left Gambia. Restaurants, bars, shops etc. have 
been closed since April 1st 2020. Grocery stores 
remain open. Information campaigns on hygiene 
measures, prevention and protection against the virus 
in newspapers, TV, radio and social media have 

started, but are reaching the population in rural Gambia only very slowly. 
 
No one can say how quickly the virus will spread in Africa. Experts expect that the continent 
may be hit with full force in summer. We are very concerned about the catastrophic 
condition and the inadequate health care facilities in The Gambia. There are minimal 
intensive medical treatment options, protective equipment for medical personnel is missing, 
there are no pandemic plans and instructions from the health authorities for rural health 
stations. 
 
Project Aid chairman Matthias Ketteler has been in The Gambia with his wife and daughter 
since November. They will stay in The Gambia for the time being. 
 
Since no government support is expected, we are on our own with our two health stations 
in Jahaly and Buniadu. The two kindergartens are closed. The kindergarten rooms are now 
used to organize and isolate the influx of patients according to WHO standards: access to 
the clinics is now via the kindergarten area, where registration takes place. Patients can 
wash their hands and wait at a distance of two meters until they are led in small groups for 
examination / treatment. 
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The situation regarding the protective equipment for the 
employees of the two clinics is dramatic. There are only the 
smallest remnants of simple mouth-nose masks. 
Professional protective equipment is not available. 
 
In our need we started to 
have simple mouth-
nose masks made from 
cotton. These must then 
be washed with soap in 
the evening - preferably 
boiled out - in order to dry 
them the next day and 
then use them again. Our 
plan is to make such 
masks available not only 
to our employees, but to 
the entire population in 
Jahaly and Buniadu. We 

are in the process of getting large quantities of fabric and 
finding seamstresses with sewing machines who can take 
over the production. A small tailor with three 
seamstresses has already produced several hundred masks. 
 
In addition, we also located a large tailoring factory in The Gambia and commissioned it 
with mass production. Around 4,000 masks have now been completed. 

On April 1st we brought 1,000 masks to Jahaly Health Centre and 500 pieces to the Health 
Center Buniadu. The cost per mask is about 40 Euro cents. 
 
In addition, there is a request to the Gambian Ministry of Health whether we can / are 
allowed to distribute masks to the entire Gambian population (approx.2.3 million 
inhabitants). An answer and possible funding is still pending. 
 
 
 
 



3 © 2020 Projekthilfe Gambia e.V. /ue                                                          Bildnachweise:  Alle Fotos © 2018-2020 Projekthilfe Gambia e.V. / Project Aid The Gambia 

 

 

 

In our last newsletter we reported on the two-year-old Mansita 
(†). She suffered from a malignant eye tumor (retimoblastoma). 
After an investigation in Senegal, which we organized in mid-
December, the girl unfortunately passed away on December 
28, 2019. We use donations already collected for their further 
medical treatment to treat other sick Gambian children. For 
example for little Fatima, 
one year old. She also 
has retinal blastoma. An 
investigation in Senegal 
showed that surgery is 
not possible. She has 
received an eye 

prosthesis and medication and is still waiting for 
radiotherapy appointments. 

 
In January we also took care of Aisha, six months old. It needs 
to be oxygenated 23 hours a day. She was almost only in the 
hospital since she was born. We got oxygen bottles for her so 
that her mother could take her home. Sai Touray, a Gambian 
in London, and her Marly Charity Foundation had made us 
aware of the fate of Aisha and provided us with 2,300 euros, 
which were collected via a Facebook fundraiser campaign, for 
further medical treatment 
 
Matthias Ketteler had a very special visit to the Gambia in mid-
January: back in June 1994 the Bosnian doctor Dr. Husnija 
Majdancic visited Jahaly Health Centre - as a participant in our 

first aid convoy from Germany to The Gambia. After 26 years he came back with his wife 
and friends. Matthias Ketteler showed them what has 
changed. "This is the best project of this kind in The Gambia," 
says Dr. Majdancic. "I am impressed with what my friends 
from Germany have done here." Dr. Majdancic had fled the 
civil war in his homeland to Germany and returned to Bosnia 

in 1996. "I am proud that I was 
able to be part of the very 
beginning of this project and 
hope that I will return to The 
Gambia very soon to help in the 
Bush Clinic. There is a 
newspaper article about the 1994 
convoy here: http://bit.ly/2tMIKas 
.  
In March 2020, two relief containers from Germany arrived in 
The Gambia. They mainly transported furniture for 
kindergartens and schools as well as medical equipment. The 
containers were loaded with the donated items in January by 

Project Aid Gambia and Riverboat Doctors International in northern Germany. 
 

http://bit.ly/2tMIKas
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After all, in March we repainted all 37 project buildings in Jahaly from the outside and - 
where necessary - from the inside. In addition, a large number of minor damages were 
eliminated: broken lamps, fans, sockets, taps and holey mosquito screens in front of the 
windows. 

 
The volunteer Simon Menzer, who has been in Gambia with his wife Lena since the end 
of January, prepared and directed the renovation. Intern Kathi also swung the brush 
vigorously. Due to the Corona crisis, Kathi unfortunately had to cancel her internship 
prematurely and returned to Germany on one of the last regular flights in mid-March. Simon 
and Lena returned to Germany a few days later on an evacuation flight by the German 
Federal Foreign Office. 
 
Simon, Hannes (German Regional Group South of Project Aid) and intern Leonard had 

previously tested the construction of an "air well" to make the 
temperatures in the 
rooms of Jahaly Health 
Centre more bearable. 
Fresh, cool air should be 
brought into the rooms 
from a deep hole in the 
ground - sucked in by a 
tubular air fan that only 
uses a fraction of the 
energy of an air 
conditioning system. The 
ancient Romans already 
knew about natural room 
cooling with air wells. Further experiments will have to show 
whether this works in Gambia. 
 

 
A few figures about the 2019 activities: Last year, we treated 34,393 outpatients at Jahaly 
Health centre. Approx. 300 patients were admitted to the clinic, around 100 were referred 
to the hospital in Bansang. We have carried out around 13,000 laboratory tests. 
 
Good news at the end: The administrative / advertising costs of Projekthilfe Gambia e.V. 
(Project Aid The Gambia Germany) were only 0.98 percent in 2019 - that means: from every 
euro donated, more than 99 cents went directly to our projects in The Gambia. For 
comparison: on average even the advertising and administrative costs of organizations that  
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carry the German DZI donation seal are 13 to 14 percent. All volunteers as well as the board 
members and all members of Project Aid The Gambia in Germany work on a voluntary 
basis. 
 
Please continue to find out more about our work for the people of The Gambia. Please also 
ask friends and acquaintances to support our projects with a one-time or regular donation 
or by sponsoring one of our kindergarten places. 
 
We promise: Your donations will arrive in our projects with minimal deduction. 
 
We thank you very much for your support. 
 
Yours Projekthilfe Gambia e.V.   
The Board 
Matthias Ketteler, Frank Heuer, Dieter Lieken, Ulfert Engelkes, Jürgen Heuer 

 
 
 
Website: www.buschklinik.de/en 
Latest Information on the work of Project Aid The Gambia: www.buschklinik.de/en/blog-2  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BuschklinikGambia 

English Videos: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLA8601150BD4F4AED 
Subscribe to our Newsletter here: www.buschklinik.de/en/newsletter-2 
 
 
 
 
Projekthilfe Gambia e.V. 
Project Aid The Gambia 
Im Poth 26 
45529 Hattingen 
Germany 
Phone: +49 234 94183 22 
Email: info@buschklinik.de 
 
Registered at German local court Amtsgericht Essen / Registration number VR 30455 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
German Accounts for donations: 
Sparkasse Hattingen  IBAN   DE20 4305 1040 0000 0509 63 
Geno Bank Essen e.G.  IBAN   DE57 3606 0488 0200 9009 00 
Commerzbank AG             IBAN   DE69 4308 0083 0841 9991 00 
Oldenburgische Landesbank   IBAN   DE41 2802 0050 1742 5430 
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